
Sustainable Development Goal 12

How to reduce food waste

Together Sweden, Denmark, Norway, 
Finland and Iceland generate around 
10 million tons of food waste every 
year, and roughly half of this waste 
(5 million tons annually) originates 
from households
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Challenges including food 
waste
Food waste is central to some of 
the key challenges facing the 
world today, including hunger 
and poverty, climate change, 
health and wellbeing and the 
sustainability of agriculture and 
oceans.

Estimates suggest that 8-10% of 
global greenhouse gas emissions 
are associated with food that is 
not consumed.

Almost 90% of food waste 
produced in the Nordic countries 
is currently collected and utilized, 
mainly for energy.

How do we achieve this goal?
Achieving economic growth and 
sustainable development requires an 
immediate reduction in the ecological 
footprint through changes in
our consumption and production 
methods.
Efficient management of natural 
resources and sustainable 
management of chemicals and waste 
are important instruments for the 
12th Goal.
Countries are committed to
reduce air-, water- and soil-
contamination within the
framework of various international 
environmental agreements.

Estimated utilization of food waste in the 
Nordic countries (statistics 2017)

Global Goal 12
The ten-year frame-work plan for 
sustainable consumption and 
production will be implemented, 
with all countries, led by the high-
income countries. By 2030, the goal 
of sustainable and efficient utilization 
of natural resources will be 
achieved.

The food waste in the retail and 
consumer markets will be decreased 
by 50% per person worldwide. 
Utilization in food production and in 
supply chains will be improved, 
including harvesting.

Emission of substances and 
preparations into the atmosphere, 
water and soil will be significantly 
reduced in order to minimize the 
impact on human health and the 
environment.

Sustainable public procurement 
procedures will be promoted in 
accordance with national policies and 
priorities.
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Why should we reduce food waste?
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